
  

The University of Cambridge Institute 
of Continuing Education offers 100s 
of courses for the public, from week-
ends to part-time Master’s degrees.  

Join us for our Open Day on 2 April 
2015 at our home, Madingley Hall, 
and choose from more than 50 free 
events running throughout the day. 

Book your place: 
 www.ice.cam.ac.uk/openday 

 enquiries@ice.cam.ac.uk 

 01223 746222 

Open Day at Madingley Hall 
Thursday 2 April 2015, 9.15am to 7.00pm 

Institute of Continuing Education 

How to find us: 
Madingley Hall (CB23 8AQ) is in the 
village of Madingley, 3 miles west of 
Cambridge. Parking is available – see 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/directions  

❁   Talks by top University experts 

❁   Study advice and information 

❁   Special offers if you enrol on the day 

❁   Tours of the Hall and Gardens 

❁   Family-friendly activities 



Programme for the day: 2 April 2015 

09.15 onwards: Information and enrolment stands 
Information and advice available throughout the day – no booking required 

09.15 onwards: eLearning: online study and support 
eLearning drop-in session running throughout the day – no booking required 

09.15 onwards: Master of Studies (MSt) programmes 
Information stand – no booking required 
 

10.00–10.45: The origins of the consumer society 
Local History taster session with Dr Ken Sneath 
Today we live in a consumer society, but how and when did it begin? In this highly 
illustrated talk, we will explore how new consumer goods started to change the lives of 
people in late 17th-century England. Soon even agricultural labourers started to own 
goods like clocks and mirrors – but how did they afford it? 

10.00–10.45: History’s secret: finding lost gardens 
Historic Environment taster session with Dr Susan Oosthuizen 
Gardens are a particularly English passion. The remains of abandoned gardens of all 
periods often survive in humps and bumps above the ground. This accessible talk 
explores their characteristics and how they can be identified. 

10.00–10.45: Certificate in Social Sciences: Politics taster session 
Politics taster session with Richard Yates 
This session introduces the discipline of politics through an examination of several 
concepts and ideas. Political power is often seen to be the central concept in politics and 
this will be explored in relation to several theories of how it is exercised. The session will 
also explain the way in which politics compliments the two other major areas of social 
science, sociology and psychology. 

10.00–10.45: Writing non-fiction: all the best stories 
Creative Writing taster session with Midge Gillies 
This short workshop will explore how to make the most of a true story. 

10.00–11.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Dr Ed Turner (Biological Sciences), Dr Jenny Bavidge 
(English Literature), Dr Alexandra Winkels (International Development), Francine 
Rouanet-Démocrate (Languages) and Emma Jennings (general study advice).  

10.00–11.00: Tour of Madingley Hall 
Now home to the University’s Institute of Continuing Education, Madingley Hall has also 
been a hunting lodge, a family home and a royal residence. Discover the fascinating past 
(and present!) of this 16th-century mansion, in this informative guided tour. 



11.00–11.45: Choosing the right course for you 
Talk with Emma Jennings 
With over 200 courses each year taking place at Madingley, some involving just a few 
hours' commitment and others leading to a Master's degree, choosing the right course 
for you can be daunting. Let us help you navigate the wide range of what's on offer and 
continue your learning journey with us. 

11.00–11.45: Rebuilding Rome: English classical architecture in the 17th century 
History of Architecture taster session with Dr Andrew Lacey 
England came late to classical architecture, yet soon produced architects of genius such 
as Sir Christopher Wren. This talk will explore something of the classical tradition and the 
reasons why England was so late in adopting this style. 

11.00–11.45: International development and global change 
International Development taster session with Dr Alexandra Winkels 
Are you interested in global issues related to poverty, equity and aid? How do people 
cope with disasters? What is the role of NGOs or the United Nations? Have you wondered 
why Fair Trade is important, or why education is linked to human development? Our 
courses look at human development from both theoretical and applied perspectives and 
examine these in light of global issues such as climate change, resource scarcities, 
financial transfers and population dynamics. 

11.00–11.45: Making sense: an introduction to close reading 
Literature taster session with Dr Jenny Bavidge 
Come along and practise your skills of literary analysis on a range of examples from the 
sweetly simple to the fiendishly difficult. No previous experience required! 

11.00–11.45: Advanced Diploma student presentations 
Hear from some of our students as they talk about their experience of studying part-time 
for an Undergraduate Advanced Diploma, and share the findings of their research 
projects. 

11.00–12.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Dr Ed Turner (Biological Sciences), Midge Gillies (Creative 
Writing), Mary Conochie (History of Art),  Dr Ken Sneath (Local History) and 
Richard Yates (Social Sciences). No booking required.  

11.00–12.00: Tour of Madingley Hall Gardens 
Enjoy a guided tour of Madingley Hall’s beautiful landscaped gardens laid out by 
‘Capability’ Brown in the 18th century, and supplemented with Edwardian and late 20th-
century features. The Gardens contain a walled garden, a courtyard garden and a 
meadow, all possessing a rich diversity of plants. 

http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/who-we-are/institute-staff/jenny-bavidge


12.00–12.45: The political portrait 
History of Art taster session with Mary Conochie 
This session will examine the many layers of meaning behind portraits of the great and, 
often not so, good figures of power over the centuries. 

12.00–12.45: Freedom, morality and the self 
Philosophy taster session with Anna Smajdor 
We will explore some of the central questions of philosophy: is there such a thing as the 
‘self‘, or are we composed of a collection of fleeting experiences and impressions? When 
we feel ourselves to be making choices, are we actually predetermined by the same laws 
of physics that govern the rest of the world? Are there any objective moral truths, or is 
morality a social construct that fluctuates in accordance with custom and culture? 

12.00–12.45: Certificate in Social Sciences: Politics taster session 
Politics taster session with Richard Yates 
This session introduces the discipline of politics through an examination of several 
concepts and ideas. Political power is often seen to be the central concept in politics and 
this will be explored in relation to several theories of how it is exercised. The session will 
also explain the way in which politics compliments the two other major areas of social 
science, sociology and psychology. 

12.00–12.45: Writing non-fiction: all the best stories 
Creative Writing taster session with Midge Gillies 
This short workshop will explore how to make the most of a true story. 

12.00–12.45: Studying for the Certificate in Local History 
Local History taster session with Dr Ken Sneath 
Can I study for the Undergraduate Certificate in Local History? What does the course 
cover? Is it really for beginners like me? Dr Ken Sneath answers your questions and gives a 
brief synopsis of a lecture. 

12.00–13.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Dr Jenny Bavidge (English Literature), Dr Susan Oosthuizen 
(Historic Environment),  Dr Andrew Lacey (History of Architecture) and Dr 
Alexandra Winkels (International Development). No booking required. 
 

12.00–13.00: Tour of Madingley Hall 
Now home to the University’s Institute of Continuing Education, Madingley Hall has also 
been a hunting lodge, a family home and a royal residence. Discover the fascinating past 
(and present!) of this 16th-century mansion, in this informative guided tour. 

 

http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/who-we-are/institute-staff/directors-and-academic-staff/emily-caddick
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/components/tutors/?view=tutor&id=939


13.00–13.45: Studying for a University award, why, what and how? 
Talk with Jonathan Baldwin 
ICE offers you the opportunity to study for a University award on a part-time basis, 
enabling you to follow an interest for personal or professional development from 
undergraduate-level through to postgraduate-level study. No prior academic study or 
qualifications are required to embark on an Undergraduate Certificate course, just 
enthusiasm and a desire to learn. Come along to discover what opportunities we offer, 
what’s involved and how other students have found the experience. 

13.00–13.45: French for beginners: in at the deep end 
French taster session with Francine Rouanet-Démocrate (beginners) 
Do you enjoy going to France on holiday and would like to communicate better? This 
practical but inclusive session is designed for those who have very rusty or limited 
knowledge of French. You will be surprised at how quickly you can improve your skills. 
C’est du gâteau! (It’s a piece of cake!) 

13.00–13.45: Was Jesus a violent revolutionary? 
Religious Studies taster session with Dr Justin Meggitt 
The popular image of Jesus as a pacifist has recently been questioned in some high-
profile popular and academic works. How ‘meek and mild’ was the historical Jesus? 

13.00–13.45: The Tudors: fearsome and fascinating? 
History taster session with Dr Andrew Lacey 
From Charles Laughton to Wolf Hall, the Tudors have rarely been off our screens. This talk 
will explore some of the reasons for this continued fascination. 

13.00–13.45: The origins of the consumer society 
Local History taster session with Dr Ken Sneath 
Today we live in a consumer society, but how and when did it begin? In this highly 
illustrated talk, we will explore how new consumer goods started to change the lives of 
people in late 17th-century England. Soon even agricultural labourers started to own 
goods like clocks and mirrors – but how did they afford it? 

13.00–14.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Midge Gillies (Creative Writing), Dr Susan Oosthuizen 
(Historic Environment),  Mary Conochie (History of Art) and Dr Anna Smajdor 
(Philosophy). No booking required. 
 

13.00–14.00: Biodiversity tour of Madingley Hall Gardens 
Discover some of the biodiversity on your doorstep, in this guided tour of Madingley Hall 
Gardens. The Gardens contain a walled garden, a courtyard garden and a meadow, all 
possessing a rich diversity of plants. 
 

http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/who-we-are/institute-staff/directors-and-academic-staff/justin-meggitt
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/components/tutors/?view=tutor&id=865


14.00–14.45: Landscape detective: finding history hidden in plain sight 
Historic Environment taster session with Dr Susan Oosthuizen 
Almost every landscape has clues in its buildings, roads, fields and hedges to its origins 
and later evolution. This talk introduces some of them to enable you to begin to 
reconstruct the history of your own local landscapes. 

 

14.00–14.45: Famous French people and places 
French taster session with Francine Rouanet-Démocrate (intermediate/advanced) 
Held in French, this session is suitable for those with some knowledge of the language 
who wish to develop their skills. You will not only learn more about France and its rich 
historical and cultural traditions, but will see your confidence and communication skills 
improve. 

14.00–14.45: Can literary criticism halt climate change? 
Literature taster session with Dr Jenny Bavidge 
What contribution can literary and cultural analysis make to our understanding of 
environmental crisis? This talk will discuss recent developments in the 'ecological 
humanities' and looks at the kind of stories we're telling ourselves about climate change. 

14.00–14.45: The Pre-Raphaelite rebellion 
History of Art taster session with Mary Conochie 
This session gives an analysis of how the various subjects of these artists reflect both an 
acceptance and a rejection of the impact of industrialisation on Victorian England. 

14.00–14.45: Mathematics by sticks and stones 
Mathematics taster session with Guy Roberts 
We are used to the notion that the Chinese and Japanese used the bead abacus very 
effectively to do their arithmetic. In fact, other systems were in use. This talk will introduce 
and briefly explore the system of arithmetic using sticks, known as the sangi in Japan, 
which could even be adapted to solve algebraic equations. 

14.00–15.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Dr Sarah Burton (Creative Writing), Dr Ken Sneath (Local 
History), Dr Justin Meggitt (Religious Studies) and Jonathan Baldwin (general 
study advice). No booking required. 

14.00–15.00: Tour of Madingley Hall 
Now home to the University’s Institute of Continuing Education, Madingley Hall has also 
been a hunting lodge, a family home and a royal residence. Discover the fascinating past 
(and present!) of this 16th-century mansion, in this informative guided tour. 

15.00–15.45: How science works 
Biological Sciences taster session with Dr Ed Turner 
This interactive session will take a look at what research involves and what a research 
scientist actually spends their time doing! Focusing on a study based in the rainforests of 
SE Asia, we will follow the various stages of a research project, from the first idea to a 
published scientific paper, and the trials and tribulations of research. 

http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/who-we-are/institute-staff/susan-oosthuizen
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/who-we-are/institute-staff/jenny-bavidge
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/components/tutors/?view=tutor&id=1596
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/who-we-are/institute-staff/ed-turner


15.00–15.45: International development and global change 
International Development taster session with Dr Alexandra Winkels 
Are you interested in global issues related to poverty, equity and aid? How do people 
cope with disasters? What is the role of NGOs or the United Nations? Have you wondered 
why Fair Trade is important, or why education is linked to human development? Our 
courses look at human development in light of global issues such as climate change, 
resource scarcities, financial transfers and population dynamics.  

15.00–15.45: Freedom, morality and the self 
Philosophy taster session with Dr Anna Smajdor 
We will explore some of the central questions of philosophy: is there such a thing as the 
‘self’, or are we composed of a collection of fleeting experiences and impressions? When 
we feel ourselves to be making choices, are we actually predetermined by the same laws 
of physics that govern the rest of the world? Are there any objective moral truths, or is 
morality a social construct that fluctuates in accordance with custom and culture? 

15.00–15.45: Was Jesus a violent revolutionary? 
Religious Studies taster session with Dr Justin Meggitt 
The popular image of Jesus as a pacifist has recently been questioned in some high-
profile popular and academic works. How 'meek and mild' was the historical Jesus? 

15.00–15.45: The shaking earth: earthquakes in Britain and abroad 
Geology taster session with Dr Mike Tuke 
Make your own mini-earthquake and see it recorded on a seismograph. This session has 
lots of practical activities. In it we will cover the causes, recording and distribution of 
earthquakes, what we can learn from them and what types of damage they cause. 

15.00–16.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Dr Judith Croston (Astronomy and Physical Sciences), Dr 
Jenny Bavidge (English Literature), Dr Susan Oosthuizen (Historic Environment) 
and Dr Andrew Lacey (History of Architecture). No booking required.  

15.00–16.00: Tour of Madingley Hall Gardens 
Enjoy a guided tour of Madingley Hall’s landscaped gardens laid out by ‘Capability’ Brown 
in the 18th century, and supplemented with Edwardian and late 20th-century features.  

16.00–16.45: Black holes: what are they, and how do we know they exist? 
Astronomy taster session with Dr Judith Croston 
In this session we will explore the observational evidence for black holes in our own 
Galaxy and distant parts of the Universe. We will discuss how black holes are made, and 
what they do to their surroundings. 

16.00–16.45: Aryabhata’s mathematical legacy 
Mathematics taster session with Guy Roberts 
We are familiar with the idea that Europe adopted a number system from the Islamic 
world, but Islam traded with India along the ancient Persian trading routes and, in turn, 
inherited from India. This session will look at early mediaeval Indian arithmetic and 
mathematics and their influence on the West. 

http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/who-we-are/institute-staff/directors-and-academic-staff/emily-caddick
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/components/tutors/?view=tutor&id=3752


16.00–16.45: Meet the ancient Egyptians 
Archaeology taster session with Dr Corinne Duhig 
We think we know what the ancient Egyptians were like: they built magnificent tombs 
and temples and were so concerned with religion and the afterlife that they tried to 
preserve their dead for eternity, as mummies. Learn from archaeology about what life was 
really like in ancient Egypt, and how all those monuments to the gods and the dead fitted 
into a society that was vibrantly alive and in some ways not so different from our own. 

16.00–16.45: Memory + imagination = fiction 
Creative Writing taster session with Dr Sarah Burton 
This writing workshop – open to all ages – will explore how we can use personal 
experience to make stories. 

16.00–16.45: Coaching for leadership development 
Coaching taster session with Keith Nelson 
Coaching has rapidly established a place for itself within the broader learning and 
development arena. Yet its role continues to emerge. In this presentation, we will explore 
the potential value of coaching within leadership development. How can coaches 
contribute to a leader’s development, both effectively and safely? 

16.00–17.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Dr Ed Turner (Biological Sciences), Dr Anna Smajdor 
(Philosophy) and Dr Justin Meggitt (Religious Studies).  No booking required.  

16.00–17.00: Tour of Madingley Hall 
Now home to the University’s Institute of Continuing Education, Madingley Hall has also 
been a hunting lodge, a family home and a royal residence. Discover the fascinating past 
(and present!) of this 16th-century mansion, in this informative guided tour. 

17.00–17.45: Choosing the right course for you 
Talk with Emma Jennings 
With over 200 courses each year taking place at Madingley, some involving just a few 
hours' commitment and others leading to a Master's degree, choosing the right course 
for you can be daunting. Let us help you navigate the wide range of what's on offer and 
continue your learning journey with us. 

17.00–17.45: Richard III 
History taster session with Dr Rosemary Horrox 
Of all the post-conquest English usurpers, Richard III was the only one who did not 
manage to keep his crown and die in his bed. This session considers why. 

17.00–17.45: The shaking earth: earthquakes in Britain and abroad 
Geology taster session with Dr Mike Tuke 
Make your own mini-earthquake and see it recorded on a seismograph. This session has 
lots of practical activities. In it we will cover the causes, recording and distribution of 
earthquakes, what we can learn from them and what types of damage they cause. 



17.00–18.00: Academic drop-in sessions 
Drop-in sessions with Dr Corinne Duhig (Archaeology), Dr Judith Croston 
(Astronomy and Physical Sciences), Keith Nelson (Coaching) and Dr Sarah Burton 
(Creative Writing). No booking required.  

17.00–18.00: Tour of Madingley Hall 
Now home to the University’s Institute of Continuing Education, Madingley Hall has also 
been a hunting lodge, a family home and a royal residence. Discover the fascinating past 
(and present!) of this 16th-century mansion, in this informative guided tour. 

17.00–18.00: Tour of Madingley Hall Gardens 
Enjoy a guided tour of Madingley Hall’s beautiful landscaped gardens laid out by 
‘Capability’ Brown in the 18th century, and supplemented with Edwardian and late 20th-
century features. The Gardens contain a walled garden, a courtyard garden and a 
meadow, all possessing a rich diversity of plants. 

18.00–18.45: Black holes: what are they, and how do we know they exist? 
Astronomy taster session with Dr Judith Croston 
In this session we will explore the observational evidence for black holes in our own 
Galaxy and distant parts of the Universe. We will discuss how black holes are made, and 
what they do to their surroundings. 

18.00–18.45: Coaching for leadership development 
Coaching taster session with Keith Nelson 
Coaching has rapidly established a place for itself within the broader learning and 
development arena. Yet its role continues to emerge. In this presentation, we will explore 
the potential value of coaching within leadership development. How can coaches 
contribute to a leader’s development, both effectively and safely? 

18.00–18.45: Richard III 
History taster session with Dr Rosemary Horrox 
Of all the post-conquest English usurpers, Richard III was the only one who did not 
manage to keep his crown and die in his bed. This session considers why. 

18.00–18.45: Memory + imagination = fiction 
Creative Writing taster session with Dr Sarah Burton 
This writing workshop – open to all ages – will explore how we can use personal 
experience to make stories. 

18.00–18.45: The wild world of corvids: animal behaviour and cognition 
Biological Sciences taster session with Dr Gabrielle Davidson 
Corvids (birds of the crow family) are renowned for their sophisticated intelligence, but 
why? Focusing on research conducted here in Madingley village, this talk will explore 
how behavioural and ecological characteristics can explain their many cognitive abilities. 

18.00–19.00: Academic drop-in session 
Drop-in session with Jonathan Baldwin (general study advice). No booking 
required. No booking required.  

http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/components/tutors/?view=tutor&id=288


Food and drink 
Homemade canapés, cakes and refreshments will be available throughout the day. 

Madingley Hall prides itself on providing good quality, seasonal and homemade food and the Catering Team 
will be present on the Open Day to showcase the catering provision. 

Accommodation 
Bed and breakfast accommodation is available at the Hall both before and after the Open Day. You can either 
book online, at www.madingleyhall.co.uk/accommodation, or contact reservations@madingleyhall.co.uk. 

How to find us 
Madingley Hall (CB23 8AQ) is in the village of Madingley, 3 miles west of Cambridge, and has free parking. 
Visit our website for details: www.ice.cam.ac.uk/directions or contact us at enquiries@ice.cam.ac.uk 

 

Book your place today! 
To attend a talk or tour you can either: 

1. Book online at www.ice.cam.ac.uk/openday 
2. Email us at enquiries@ice.cam.ac.uk 
3. Call us on 01223 746222 

Or simply drop in on the day any time between 9.15am and 7.00pm. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Madingley Hall! 

http://www.madingleyhall.co.uk/accommodation
mailto:reservations@madingleyhall.co.uk
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/directions
mailto:enquiries@ice.cam.ac.uk
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/openday
mailto:enquiries@ice.cam.ac.uk
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